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We would like to welcome you and your 

family to the Penrhos boarding community 

— where respect, reason, responsibility, 

cooperation, consideration, compassion, 

initiative and endeavour are valued by our 

staff and boarders alike.  

There is no greater testament to a good 

boarding house than the comment of 

its boarding families. Our community 

consistently tells us that our boarding 

experience is friendly and happy, 

comfortable and secure. There is much 

for boarders to enjoy here and many 

opportunities to stretch our girls as they 

explore new interests, discover and 

apply their individual talents. Everyone is 

encouraged to become actively involved in 

a broad range of both College and boarding 

activities, to ensure that every moment is 

well-spent.

Of course, we also encourage our girls 

to recognise their own responsibility for 

academic performance. Planning time 

effectively and making full use of the many 

resources available helps our girls to balance 

their work and co-curricular priorities for a 

well-rounded boarding experience. 

We encourage the use of initiative and 

support our girls as they progressively 

develop their independence. In line with 

the value we place on leadership skills, 

our Captain of Boarding role presents 

opportunities for girls to be elected to 

formal positions which are integral to our 

structure and involved in many areas of 

decision-making.  

Open dialogue and two-way communication 

are vital ingredients in our happy and 

nurturing environment. Providing the best 

care and support for our girls is dependent 

on staff working in close partnership with 

parents; regular and open communication 

is warmly encouraged to help our boarders 

quickly develop a strong sense of security 

and belonging.

Care and consideration for others is at 

the very heart of our community; all staff 

and students can expect to be treated 

with courtesy, fairness and respect. 

Sometimes, the challenges of living in a 

boarding community can lead to pressures 

which test our patience, but kindness and 

consideration are well-established as our 

prevailing priorities.

Whilst there will always be individual 

considerations and extenuating 

circumstances to consider, we ask that 

all girls and their parents support our 

commitment to ensuring the personal safety 

and well-being of each and every boarder by 

following the guidelines and adhering to the 

necessary regulations.

This is your new home-away-from-home 

and we hope you will be very happy here. 

WELCOME HOME
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AIMS OF PENRHOS COLLEGE

OVERVIEW

Our purpose is clear – to inspire girls to 

become extraordinary women.

This notion of ‘extraordinary’ means 

helping each girl to be the best she can 

be given her unique gifts, talents and 

passions. It is based on a sense of her 

making a meaningful contribution to the 

world, at whatever level and in whatever 

unique way she can. The notion ‘to inspire’ 

means to ‘breathe life into’ – to provide 

opportunities for her to achieve her goals.

Penrhos College is committed to 

an educational philosophy which 

acknowledges student phases of 

development that aim to provide a 

balanced and diverse education.

To inspire girls to become extraordinary 

women we are challenged to provide/be:

• Inspirational Student Experiences

• Inspirational Staff

• An Inspirational Environment

• An Inspirational and Enduring 

Community

Our educational philosophy of ‘The Whole 

Person Paradigm’ is founded in the need to 

nurture the Mind, Heart, Body and Spirit 

of each girl for a holistic and balanced 

education. This philosophy is implemented 

throughout the phases of development, 

from the young child in Pre-Kinder to the 

young adult in Year 12.

CORE SHARED VALUES

At Penrhos College we have developed a 

set of core shared values to define the very 

essence of who we are, what we believe 

and stand for as staff, as students, and as a 

community. Values are commonly defined 

as intangible, deeply held beliefs that guide 

our actions and interactions. These values 

bind us together with a common focus and 

support everything we do.

As a school of the Uniting Church, 

and inspired by the motto “Strive for 

the Highest”, Penrhos College aims to 

provide an environment conducive to the 

establishment and nurturing of Christian 

faith and the adoption of sound moral and 

ethical values. With both these points in 

mind, we are committed to the following 

set of core shared values, as developed by 

members of our staff.

RESPECT   INTEGRITY   EMPATHY   

KNOWLEDGE   GROWTH   SYNERGY
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AIMS OF THE BOARDING HOUSE

In the Boarding House, we aim to:

• Promote the College aims within a boarding environment

• Provide a happy, nurturing residence for girls while they receive their secondary 

education at Penrhos College

• Foster communication between all members of the boarding community

• Create an environment where girls’ self-esteem and sense of worth are enhanced 

and where values of respect, reason, responsibility, tolerance, initiative, cooperation, 

endeavour, compassion, an acceptance of the differences in others and striving for 

excellence are foremost 

• Develop independence and self-reliance and assist each girl to make informed decisions 

in preparation for independent living

• Provide the opportunity for all girls to reach their academic potential

• Educate girls with regard to their personal health and safety and to enhance their 

security

• Provide opportunities that will keep girls busy, challenge them, use their talents and 

enable them to exercise their leadership potential

• Make the transition for new boarders as smooth as possible and to ensure that girls with 

special needs are understood and catered for. 
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COMMUNICATION

BOARDING HOUSE CONTACT 

DETAILS

EMAIL

For leave requests, changes to leave, and 

general communication: menai@penrhos.

wa.edu.au

For specific concerns, contact the Head of 

Boarding.

TELEPHONE

Head of Boarding 

(08) 9368 9502

Boarding House Coordinator 

(08) 9368 9563

Duty Stations 

(08) 9368 9524 Ground North (front 

entrance)

(08) 9368 9676 Ground South

Health Centre 

(08) 9368 9505

POSTAL ADDRESS

Penrhos College Boarding

Locked Bag 690

Como WA 6952

MOBILE TELEPHONES/

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 

The use of mobile phones is permitted 

under the following guidelines: 

• The School does not accept any liability 

for lost electronic equipment. 

• Mobile phone numbers need to be 

registered with the boarding office at 

the beginning of term. 

• Mobile phone usage (incoming and 

outgoing) is restricted to the same 

times as boarding house phones i.e. not 

during prep, meal times or after bed 

time. 

• Mobile phones and all other electronic 

devices (such as laptops) for Years 7 to 

10 will be collected each evening by the 

House staff prior to bed time to ensure 

girls are not disturbed after lights out. 

These items can be collected from 7am 

the next morning. 

• Direct access to Internet via mobile can 

put students at risk. Please consider 

whether this access is necessary for 

your daughter. If student conduct is 

found to be inappropriate via this direct 

access, the device will be confiscated 

and discussion will be held with parents.
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GUARDIANS AND EMERGENCY 

CONTACTS

If parents are not easily contactable 

throughout the school year, a guardian 

must be appointed with written parental 

authority provided to the Head of 

Boarding. Guardians must have parental 

authority to make decisions on matters 

pertaining to the boarder under their 

care. In particular, guardians may need 

to be consulted to authorise leave and 

holiday arrangements for boarders.

MEETINGS FOR BOARDERS 

AND PARENTS

Throughout the year, particularly at the 

beginning of term, there are a number 

of organised opportunities for boarders’ 

parents to speak with teaching or 

boarding staff.

Examples of such functions include: 

• New Boarders’ Orientation - a 

programme held towards the end of 

January, prior to the commencement 

of the school year. Parents and new 

boarders have the opportunity to 

meet staff, learn about Boarding House 

procedures and expectations, and settle 

into their new rooms.  

• Boarders’ parent-teacher interviews 

- interviews with teaching staff to 

discuss their daughter’s progress in her 

academic programme. 

• Dinners - parents can attend lunch or 

dinner at any time (girls are required to 

advise staff beforehand).

SIGNING OF FORMS

From time to time, we require parents 

to sign various forms - e.g. for camp and 

excursion permission, assessment policies, 

acceptable use of the internet, medical 

information etc. Girls are requested to 

send forms home for parents to sign and 

return to the Boarding House via email to 

menai@penrhos.wa.edu.au or fax to (08) 

9474 1032. The Head of Boarding is able 

to sign some permission forms where large 

sums of money and activities with risk are 

not involved.

BOARDERS’ NEWS UPDATE

A boarders’ news update is included in 

the fortnightly Penrhos Community News 

(PCN) so your family can stay up to date 

with all of the Boarding House news. 

NEWSPAPERS

The West Australian newspaper is available 

daily to boarders, and The Sunday Times 

and The Countryman publications are 

delivered weekly. Some families also 

arrange for their daughters to receive 

community newspapers from home to 

helps girls to keep in touch with their local 

news.
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BOARDERS’  WELFARE

HEALTH CENTRE

The Health Centre at Penrhos College is 

staffed by a team of Registered Nurses, 

who work closely with the Head of 

Boarding, boarding staff, students, boarding 

parents, teachers and the pastoral care 

team to provide the best possible care to 

students.

It is essential that parents and guardians 

regularly update the Health Centre staff 

with any changes to their daughter’s 

medical information. Ensuring a safe and 

nurturing environment and providing high 

quality health care and education are our 

priority.

The Health Centre is located adjacent to 

the Menai Boarding House and is open 

from 8am -5pm Monday to Thursday 

and 8am – 4pm on Fridays. There is a 

Registered Nurse on call for boarding 

house medical concerns outside of our 

opening hours during the school term. 

CONTACTING THE HEALTH CENTRE

You can contact the Health Centre office 

on (08) 9368 9505 or the Health Centre 

Manager, Kirsty Bulloch on 0403 466 677.

Please feel welcome to e-mail the Health 

Centre at healthcentre@penrhos.wa.edu.

au or Kirsty Bulloch BulloK@penrhos.

wa.edu.au with any appointments, 

questions or medical updates regarding 

your daughter(s).

HEALTH CENTRE PORTAL

The Penrhos portal includes Health 

Centre policies and procedures as well 

as Health resources and information for 

parents and students.

INJURY OR ILLNESS

If a boarder is unwell or injured they will 

be directed to the Health Centre for 

assessment and care. If it is deemed that a 

further medical appointment is required, 

the Health Centre team will liaise with 

parents to discuss and organize this. 

For any specialist appointment, it is 

highly recommended that a parent or 

guardian accompanies the student on 

this visit to ensure correct information 

is discussed and decisions can be 

made in terms of follow up care.  In an 

emergency, an ambulance will be called to 

take the student directly to hospital for 

appropriate care.

Should a boarder become unwell and 

develop potentially infectious symptoms 

or high temperatures, after assessment, 

nursing staff will make contact with a 

parent to arrange collection of their 

daughter out of the Boarding House to 

allow for rest and recovery and further 

medical treatment if necessary. If a parent 

is not available, the nominated emergency 

contacts will be notified to arrange 

collection and rest until they are well 

enough to return to the Boarding House 

and school.
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MEDICATION

All regular prescription medication is 

dispensed via Webster packs. This is 

prepared by our pharmacy at a small 

cost. All scripts and medication are to be 

handed to Health Centre staff for packing. 

This ensures students requiring medication 

are given the correct dose at the correct 

time. This also reduces the risk of 

medications being misused or forgotten by 

students. It is imperative that medications 

are not kept in students’ rooms.

PHARMACY

Should your daughter be prescribed a 

medication or require lotions etc. the 

prescription will be sent to the Community 

Pharmacy in South Perth and parents will 

be billed directly. 

APPOINTMENTS

For all appointments during term time, 

parents are asked to inform the Health 

Centre Nurses via phone or e-mail. 

Your daughter will be reminded of their 

appointment the day before, will be 

advised to sign out at absentees before the 

appointment and either be collected by a 

parent or relative, or take a taxi from the 

Health Centre. Following appointments, 

your daughter will need to report back 

to the Health Centre in order to discuss 

any further follow up that is required as a 

result of the medical appointment.

PASTORAL CARE 

If your daughter is ever in need of advice 

or support, be assured there are always 

staff available to listen to her concerns, 

including the Dean of Pastoral Care, Head 

of Boarding, Boarding House Supervisors 

(fondly referred to as House Mothers by 

the girls), Head of Year, Health Centre 

staff, Chaplain and Counsellors.
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LIFE IN THE BOARDING HOUSE

DAILY TIMETABLES

MONDAY TO THURSDAY

Timetable subject to change

7am Rising call. Shower, dress, make bed, tidy room

7am - 8am Breakfast - available in the Dining Room.

 (Girls must attend breakfast in school uniform)

8.20am Girls leave the Boarding House for school

8.30am All girls must be in class

10.40am Recess - Morning tea

1.10pm Lunch - girls make their own lunch from the selection of foods available 

in the Dining Room

3.30pm Afternoon tea - Delivered by kitchen staff to Common Rooms

5.30pm - 6pm Dinner - for all girls, in the Dining Room

 Mobile phones are not to be taken to Dinner.

6.30pm - 8.30pm Prep (Year 7s 6.30pm - 7.30pm, Years 8-12 6.30pm - 8.30pm)

 Mobile phones must be switched off during prep.

 Years 10-12 in their own rooms; Years 7-9 in the Library.

 Years 7-10  hand mobile phones to House Mothers 5 minutes before bed.

Consideration for others is essential during prep. Please do not distract any other students. 

Mobile phones are not to be used during prep time. Girls wishing to listen to music must 

use headphones. Parents are requested not to phone their daughters during prep.

8.30pm Prep finishes (Years 8-12)

9pm Year 7/8 - Bed and lights out

9.30pm Year 9 - Bed and lights out 

10pm Year 10 - Bed and lights out

10.30pm Year 11 - Bed and lights out                                    

 Year 12 - To be in own rooms. May keep small desk lights on (at House 

staff’s discretion) for further study if required. However, early nights are 

encouraged.

CAMPUS GATES

Campus gates are locked at 9pm Monday to Thursday and Sunday night. Girls out on host 

leave on these nights must return by 8.50pm.

Campus gates are locked at 10pm on Friday and Saturday only. Girls out on host leave must 

return by 9.50pm.
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DAILY TIMETABLES

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

Timetable is the same as Monday–Thursday until 3.30pm, when girls may take weekend or 

overnight leave if requests have been approved by the Head of Boarding.  

3.30pm       Afternoon tea

 Weekend leave may commence

5.30pm - 6pm Dinner

8pm Supper for all years                                                                

 Evening free                                                                                       

9.30pm Years 7/8 - Bed and lights out

10pm Year 9 - Bed and lights out                                                      

10.30pm Year 10 - Bed and lights out

11pm Years 11/12  - Time for “lights out” is flexible (within reason) and at 

House staff’s discretion.

SUNDAY

Many girls have Saturday morning sporting commitments, so consideration must be given 

to their need for sleep. Depending on the times of Saturday morning sport, bedtimes may 

be brought forward. 

                                                 

8am - 10am Breakfast available 

12.30pm -1pm Lunch

3pm Afternoon tea 

5.30pm - 6pm Dinner

7.30pm Supper        

8.30pm TV off Years 7, 8, 9

9pm Years 7/8 - Bed and lights out 

9.30pm Year 9 - Bed and lights out 

10pm Year 10 - Bed and lights out

10.30pm Years 11/12 - Bed and lights out

                                                                          

After “lights out”, girls should not get out of bed unless they are unwell and may not be in 

another girl’s room. All girls are asked to show consideration for others after “lights out”. 

Mobile phones may not be used after “lights out” and use of laptops is restricted to Years 

11 and 12 only. 
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HOMEWORK AND PRIVATE 

STUDY (PREP)

From Monday to Thursday, supervised 

homework and prep take place from 

6.30pm to 8.30pm (6.30pm - 7.30pm for 

Year 7s). 

 

• Year 10-12s study in their own rooms, 

all of which have internet access; 

printers are available for students to use 

with their personal laptops. Bedroom 

doors must remain open during prep, 

which is supervised by House staff.

• Years 7-9s study in the Library under the 

supervision of two tutors. 

Other routine activities - such as taking 

showers, making telephone calls, watching 

television, playing computer games or 

viewing movies on laptops - are not 

permitted during prep. All students are 

required to sign a contract regarding 

acceptable use of computer technology 

and internet access; failure to honour 

this contract will result in the privilege 

of internet access being withdrawn for a 

period of time.

Each girl must accept responsibility for her 

own study programme, and also recognise 

the right of her fellow boarders to work 

in an environment that permits full 

concentration and application. All girls are 

expected to work quietly, independently 

and without distracting others. 

Any girls who are disruptive during prep 

will face consequences which will include 

a letter to parents and may extend to the 

restriction of leave, for example.

There are many staff available to assist girls 

with their academic programme. Boarders 

who are experiencing any difficulties 

should seek the advice of their tutor, class 

or form teachers, Head of Year or the 

Head of Boarding. Helpful information on 

studying and self-organisation can be found 

in the Penrhos Student Diary.
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DINING ROOM/MEALS

Meals are important communal times in 

the Boarding House. Good table manners 

and behaviour are expected in the Dining 

Room, along with suitable dress. Dinner is 

served at 5.30pm and parents are always 

welcome to join their daughters – as a 

courtesy, please advise the House staff on 

duty. 

Menus are set in advance by our catering 

company. Parents must advise the Head of 

Boarding in writing of any special dietary 

requirements their daughters may have. 

At each meal, there is always a vegetarian 

choice available.

Dining Room procedures: 

• Students are not permitted to remain in 

the Boarding House during meal times. 

• Punctuality at meal times must be 

maintained by all boarders. 

• Appropriate dress must be worn to 

meals - bare feet, sleepwear, bathers and 

wet sports clothes are not permitted.

• Students may not leave the Dining Room 

while eating (breakfast and dinner). 

• Early breakfasts, late dinners and packed 

lunches can be arranged by speaking 

with the House staff or Boarding House 

Coordinator.

DAILY RESPONSIBILITIES

Each morning, before leaving the Boarding 

House for school, it is expected that 

bedrooms will be tidied with bed made 

and floor cleared ready for the cleaners to 

vacuum.

ROOM DECORATIONS

Many boarders like to decorate their rooms 

with posters, photos of family and friends, 

teddy bears and other personal effects. 

This is encouraged - some rooms are 

masterpieces of interior design! 

Girls are asked, however, to ensure that 

nothing is placed outside rooms or attached 

to painted walls (use laminated surfaces or 

notice board areas only). There must be 

no damage to any areas. References of any 

kind relating to alcohol and/or drugs are not 

permitted.
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PERSONAL MUSIC

Radios, MP3s and/or iPods are allowed 

in bedrooms, but must be switched off 

during prep on weekdays and used only 

with headphones after that time. At other 

times, music must be played quietly out of 

respect for others.

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

No personal heaters, electric blankets, fans 

or plug-in air fresheners are permitted in 

bedrooms.

FOOD

Food in rooms must be stored in sealed 

containers.

POCKET MONEY

The cost of College and boarding 

excursions, taxi services, travel home and 

various other expenses can be placed on 

parents’ accounts, which are issued four 

times per year. In this way the amount of 

money required by girls can be reduced 

and pocket money used for recreational 

purposes only. Many girls have access to 

ATMs and may prefer to use personal 

cards through PIN access.  

Girls should not be given large sums of 

money for their own keeping. Please note 

that cash to a value greater than $50 must 

not be kept in rooms. Girls are advised 

to keep any valuables in their locked 

cupboard at all times or in locked cabinets 

in staff offices.

SECURITY OF PERSONAL 

BELONGINGS

Boarders are asked to ensure that all 

belongings are clearly marked with the 

owner’s name. The security of valuable 

items cannot be guaranteed within the 

Boarding House. However, girls can assist 

in making their property more secure by 

engraving their valuables, clearly labelling 

their belongings, not leaving valuables or 

money unattended and by keeping their 

cupboards locked. Passports, visas and 

plane tickets should be kept in the locked 

cabinets in the staff offices for security.

TELEVISION

Watching of television programmes during 

the week is at the discretion of House 

staff. Boarders not involved in after-school 

activities may watch television until dinner. 

After prep, television viewing is permitted 

at specified times, depending on year level. 

Girls are not permitted to have televisions 
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in their rooms or to watch television 

before school.

Girls who bring their own or personally-

hired DVDs or computer games into the 

Boarding House must hand them to staff to 

store in the Duty Stations and must obtain 

permission to view them in the sitting 

rooms.

Age-appropriate DVD restrictions: 

• Years 7, 8 and 9 boarders may only 

watch “G” or “PG” rated DVDs

• Years 10s may only watch “G”, “PG” or 

“M” rated DVDs

• Years 11 and 12 may only watch “G”, 

“PG” “M” and “M15+” rated DVDs. 

WEEKEND ACTIVITIES AND 

EXCURSIONS

Weekends are a good time for boarders 

to catch up on extra study, do personal 

housekeeping, or participate in organised 

sport, excursions and social activities. 

Board games, a pool table, table tennis 

and sporting equipment are available for 

recreational use. 

On weekends, excursions are organised 

and conducted by the Boarding House 

staff. At the beginning of each year, parents 

are requested to complete a permission 

slip allowing their daughters to participate 

in these supervised outings. Girls are 

informed prior to the excursion and those 

interested in attending must register 

and confirm their interest by 8.30am on 

Wednesdays. 

Examples of excursions include: trips to 

the movies, shopping, socials, football 

matches, ice-skating, aquatic centres, 

concerts and ten-pin bowling. Students are 

encouraged to put forward their ideas for 

excursions. 
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FITNESS WALKS OR RUNS

Girls may exercise on Laurie Packham Oval 

for fitness walks and runs (one hour max.). 

Girls are to inform House staff and sign 

out and in. Girls must be in pairs and carry 

a fully charged mobile phone which is fully 

charged and switched on. Years 11 and 12 

girls with parent permission can run in pairs 

off campus on designated routes. All girls 

must return to the Boarding House prior to 

lunch or dinner.

SWIMMING

The College swimming pool is available to 

boarders at various times for supervised 

recreational use after school and at 

weekends. House staff will advise of pool 

opening times. The Penrhos College Water 

Safety Policy states that supervision of 

boarders at the swimming pool can only 

be undertaken by adults holding a Bronze 

Medallion. 

Parents are asked to complete the Boarder’s 

Excursion Permission Form at the start of 

each year.  This outlines swimming ability, 

medical details and allergies. The forms are 

taken by boarding staff to excursions and 

when the girls are using the pool.

Usual pool rules apply: no running around 

pool surrounds, no pushing, respect for pool 

equipment, etc. Students using diving boards 

must exercise caution. Students who are 

unable to abide by these guidelines will not 

be permitted to use the swimming pool.

VISITORS OTHER THAN 

FAMILY

Visitors are always welcome at the 

Boarding House. Wherever possible, 

House staff should be informed beforehand 

if visitors are expected. All visitors, 

including day girls, must be introduced to 

staff on duty when they arrive and sign the 

Visitors’ Register on arrival and departure. 

Visiting hours are from 2pm until 5pm on 

weekends and from 3.30pm until 5pm on 

weekdays. 

For reasons of privacy and security, visitors 

must not be taken into girls’ rooms or 

Common Rooms. 

Day girls are not to be taken to boarders’ 

rooms. Visitors may be hosted in the 

link sitting rooms and in the grassed area 

between the Boarding House and the 

Sports Centre. Girls may not sit in visitors’ 

cars to talk. 

If boys from another school are visiting, 

official notification via phone or fax 

from the boys’ House Masters should be 

received by House staff prior to the visit. If 

this is not received, House staff will inform 

the boys’ Boarding House of the boys who 

are visiting. A maximum of five boys may 

visit at the same time.

Hosts must farewell their visitors from the 

Boarding House and not escort them to 

the gates or the car park.

Boarders who are hosting visitors are 

responsible for ensuring that their guests 
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respect the rights and property of all 

members (staff and students) of our 

community. Should either a boarder or 

visitor not follow these guidelines, the 

visitor will be asked to leave the College 

immediately.

HOLIDAYS AND MID-TERM 

BREAKS

These are shown in the College calendar 

and, unless otherwise stated, commence at 

3.30pm. All students are expected to spend 

mid-term breaks and term holidays out of 

the Boarding House. If girls are unable to 

go home on these occasions, parents must 

make alternative arrangements with family, 

friends or guardians. The Boarding House 

closing time is 5pm.

Parents are asked not to make travel 

arrangements that will involve their 

daughter missing any part of the organised 

school programme. Travel arrangements 

must be established with the Boarding 

House Coordinator well in advance, 

particularly if bookings are required.

  

The cost of train and bus travel is billed 

to parents’ accounts. Girls whose families 

live in isolated areas of Western Australia 

may be eligible for subsidised plane travel 

through the Department for Planning and 

Infrastructure.

Overseas or interstate plane bookings 

must be arranged by parents. It is strongly 

advised that all bookings for the year are 

made well in advance, to avoid late returns 

or early departures from school.

Transport from the College to train/bus 

and domestic airport terminals is arranged 

by boarding staff.  Parents are responsible 

for ensuring that arrangements are made 

for the transfer of their daughters from 

airport and train/bus terminals back to 

the College at the end of holiday breaks. 

Parents of overseas students must arrange 

for guardians to escort their daughters to 

and from the international airport terminal.

After holidays or mid-term breaks, 

the Boarding House is open to receive 

students from 3pm on the afternoon prior 

to the commencement of school and it is 

requested that all boarders be in residence 

by 8pm. When girls are either collected or 

returned to the Boarding House, parents 

or hosts must sign the girls in and out with 

House staff.

Parents must notify boarding staff if there 

are any changes to return times.
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CLOTHING LIST AND PERSONAL ITEMS

All items of clothing (including shoes) are 

to be clearly marked with the student’s 

full name (not just initials). Name tapes 

are available from the Uniform Shop. 

The Uniform Shop is situated in the 

undercroft of the main Administration 

Building (entry from Morrison Street). 

Opening hours are listed in the term 

calendars and are available on the Penrhos 

Portal under ‘News and services’.

UNIFORM

SCHOOL UNIFORM

1 School hat

3 Summer uniforms

1 School blazer

2 Winter skirts

1 School jumper or cardigan 

3  Blouses 

1 School backpack

 Uniform shop hair accessories only

SPORTS UNIFORM

Sports shorts

School sports top 

House polo shirt

School bathers

Track suit   

Penrhos sports cap

Bathing Cap – House colour

Sports bag 

3 pairs sport socks       

  

SHOES AND STOCKINGS

 Clarks lace-up shoes

5 pairs Stockings

3 pairs Socks

Girls are encouraged to change out of school 

uniform after school.

Note

No jewellery, other than a watch, may be 

worn with school uniform. Gold or silver 

studs or sleepers are the only earrings 

acceptable with the school uniform and 

ONE ONLY in each ear lobe.

OTHER CLOTHING

UNDERWEAR

 Sufficient bras/singlets and briefs

2 Winter pyjamas/nightgowns 

2  Summer pyjamas/nightgowns

1  Summer dressing gown 

(optional) 

1  Winter dressing gown or 

tracksuit
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WEEKEND / AFTER-SCHOOL WEAR

2-3  Summer dresses or skirts/blouses

2  Winter dresses or trousers/shirts

3 Casual shorts and tops

 Jeans/tracksuits/casual shirts

 Dress pants (optional)

 Cardigans or jumpers

 Bathers

 Hat/cap

 Casual and dress shoes

All students should have at least one 

semi-formal summer outfit (including 

shoes) and one semi-formal winter 

outfit (including shoes).

SUNDRIES

Combination lock for double cupboards

Drinking mug

Torch   

Small weekend bag

Shoe cleaning materials (for black school 

shoes and white sports shoes)

Water bottle

Extra pair shoe laces for school shoes and 

white sports shoes

Tissues

Clothes and skirt hangers

Tub-Trug 42L (any colour) for laundry  

(please label with your daughter’s name)

Laundry powder and secure container for 

storage  

Clothes-mending kit

Extra name tags (available from Uniform 

Shop)  

Personal toiletries (e.g. soap, toothbrush, 

toothpaste, deodorant, sanitary 

products, moisturisers, sunscreen, etc.)

No aerosols

Roll-on deodorant only

No hairspray

Small digital alarm clock (particularly Year 

7s and 8s)

LINEN

Boarders must bring:

2  Sets of single sheets

4 pillowcases

2  Towels   

  Beach towel 

  Rug or blanket (pure wool, to comply 

with fire safety regulations)

  Pillow   

  Doona and cover

LAUNDRY

A laundress is employed to wash and iron 

boarders’ school and sports uniforms and 

towels. Girls place their washing in baskets 

located in common areas and clean laundry 

is returned to the Boarding House on the 

same day.

The Boarding House is equipped with 

washing machines, clothes dryers and 

other facilities so girls can do their 

personal washing and ironing at any time 

that is convenient for them. The Boarding 

House Laundries are closed during prep 

and from 9pm until 9am Monday to Friday.
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LEAVE

LEAVE GUIDELINES

Currently, there are no ‘closed weekends’ 

when all boarders must remain on campus. 

However, we do encourage girls to remain 

in residence during some weekends to 

appreciate the full boarding experience.

SIGNING IN AND OUT

The Boarding House uses an electronic 

system of approving leave called REACH. 

More information about REACH 

will be provided to students upon 

commencement.

To assist with catering and security 

arrangements, leave forms must be 

submitted by 9pm Wednesday. 

LOCAL LEAVE

Outside of school hours, girls may request 

permission to leave the school grounds to 

walk to nearby shops (‘the locals’). House 

staff on duty need to approve local leave 

and girls must sign out using iPads at duty 

stations, and indicate where they intend to 

go. Girls may not return from local leave 

later than 5.15pm.

YEAR 7:

30 minutes’ leave to ‘little locals’ in pairs. 

YEAR 8:

30 minutes’ leave to ‘little locals’ in pairs.

90 minutes’ leave to ‘big locals’ in pairs.  

YEARS 9-12:

30 minutes’ leave to ‘little locals’ in pairs.

90 minutes’ leave to ‘big locals’ in pairs. 

90 minutes; leave to Waterford Plaza by 

bus in pairs from Monday to Saturday. 

Latest return by 5.15pm. (A Shopping Leave 

form is required for Waterford Plaza.)

WEEKEND LEAVE

City/Shopping Leave

YEARS 7/8/9

Staff-accompanied shopping trips to Garden 

City (on average, twice per term). 

YEAR 10

Four hours’ unaccompanied city leave 

(Garden City only in Semester I) on 

Saturday or Sunday. Girls must be in groups 

of two for the entire period of shopping 

leave. 

Movie Leave: Parental permission required. 

Girls must go in groups of two or more, 

and can choose either shopping or movie 

leave, but not both on the same weekend. 

Travel to Garden City only. 

YEAR 11

Five hours’ unaccompanied city leave on 

Saturday or Sunday. Girls must be in pairs 

for the entire period of city leave.
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YEAR 12

10 hours’ unaccompanied city leave over 

Saturday and Sunday (no more than six 

hours in one day). Girls must be in pairs 

for the entire period of city leave.

All year groups must take with them 

a fully-charged mobile phone which 

is switched on. Failure to respond to 

Boarding House calls within five minutes 

will result in leave being restricted for a 

period of time.

Please note:

• All girls must return from city leave by 

5.15pm (Terms 1 and 4) or 5pm (Terms 

2 and 3). 

• “City leave” for Years 11 and 12 refers 

to Perth and Garden City shopping 

areas. Year 10s can visit Garden City 

in Semester One, and Garden City 

and Perth City in Semester Two after 

completing an orientation visit with the 

recreation officer or school staff. 

• “Unaccompanied” leave means that 

staff are not required to be present; 

however, girls must still be in groups. 

• Shopping/movie leave forms must be 

submitted to House staff by 8.30am 

Friday. 

• Leave forms must be signed in the 

presence of House staff when a girl 

leaves the campus and again on her 

return.

Extra or additional leave of a different 

format cannot be added on to existing 

leave. For example, girls may not go on 

to host leave directly from movie or 

shopping leave without first returning to 

the Boarding House. The duty of care 

component of our responsibilities requires 

that staff must sight any host at the time of 

signing out and in.  

Similarly, girls may not go from host leave 

to movie leave and then return to the 

Boarding House without their host. Hosts 

may, of course, phone the boarding staff 

to request that the length of the leave 

be extended and each request will be 

considered on an individual basis.

HOST LEAVE

In addition to weekend city/shopping 

leave, girls may also request leave to visit 

friends and family. The procedures outlined 

below, while they may seem complicated, 

are designed to protect the students and 

ensure they are safe at all times: 

• The Head of Boarding gives final 

approval for all REACH leave requests. 

Leave may not be granted if requests are 

late, arrangements are not satisfactory 

or if a student has been gated as a result 

of a previous misdemeanour. 

• Years 7-10: All hosts must be 18 years 

and over. This leave may be subject to 

discussion between parents and Head of 

Boarding before approval is granted.

• Years 11-12: If hosts are under 18 years, 
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parents are required to discuss with 

Head of Boarding prior to leave being 

approved.

• Only Year 12 boarders can have Day 

Leave with a Day girl between 8am and 

5.15pm on weekends.

• Boarders are not permitted to have cars 

on campus.

• On occasion, girls are invited to stay out 

with hosts who may not be known to 

boarders’ parents. In such situations, we 

urge parents to introduce themselves 

and speak directly with their daughters’ 

hosts to ensure that arrangements are 

satisfactory.

• Hosts need to present to the Supervisor 

on duty when they arrive to collect and 

return a boarder. Staff will follow up 

with parents if the nominated host does 

not sign the girl out or in.

• Girls cannot return on their own to the 

Boarding House when out on host leave. 

A host must accompany the boarder 

back to the Boarding House be it during 

the host leave for a brief time to collect 

items or at the conclusion of the host 

leave period.

• Once girls return, for any reason, to the 

Boarding House they are automatically 

within the College’s duty of care.

PART-TIME JOBS

Boarders in Year 12 may pursue part-

time employment but may only work on 

weekends (Saturdays and/or Sundays only). 

A host/parent must sign the girl out prior 

to leaving the Boarding House for her shift 

and must sign the boarder back in on her 

return to the College. Mid-week shifts are 

not permitted, since the girls’ focus must 

be on the requirements of their academic 

programme.

VISITS TO OTHER SCHOOLS 

(YEARS 11 AND 12 ONLY)

Girls wishing to visit friends at other 

schools must first make certain that their 

host/s will be available during the time of 

the visit. Visiting boarders are expected to 

abide by all rules laid down by the Boarding 

House staff of that school.

• Girls may leave Penrhos at 1.30pm on 

weekends to visit other schools and 

must be back at Penrhos by 5.15pm 

(Terms 1 and 4) and 5pm (Terms 2 and 

3). 

• A maximum of five girls may visit a 

school at the same time. 

• Girls must have a signed parental 

permission form on file prior to the visit. 

If a girl does not have a signed form on 

file, she must obtain parental permission 

before being allowed to leave the 

Boarding House. 

• If visiting schools other than Wesley, 

transport must be via taxis at the 

boarders’ expense.

• Girls visiting other schools must be 

aware that campus security is a major 

concern. A copy of the notification 
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form should be taken as identification 

in case of questioning by staff, and 

should be presented to House staff on 

duty on arrival. Penrhos staff will also 

fax the notification form to the school 

prior to the visit. Parents please note 

that Penrhos staff cannot guarantee 

supervision at other schools. 

• Each individual girl’s leave will be 

monitored. Failure to return from leave 

by stated times and under the conditions 

approved may result in future visits being 

restricted. 

• Girls cannot have both shopping leave 

and a visit to another school on the 

same day. 

• Leave forms for weekend visits to 

another school must be handed to 

House staff by 8.30am Friday.

TAXIS

Where arrangements cannot be made for 

escorts to take girls to appointments, taxis 

may be booked by Penrhos staff and the 

fare will be charged to the parent’s account 

through the Cabcharge system. The 

parent/guardian permission form, issued at 

the beginning of the year, allows parents to 

authorise their daughters to travel by taxi 

as necessary. Students must inform staff of 

booking requirements in plenty of time. 

While we prefer that girls do not travel 

by themselves in taxis (boarders are 

permitted to accompany each other to 

appointments only with prior parental 

permission), there may be occasions – e.g. 

mid-term breaks, beginning and end-of-

term etc – when girls will need to travel 

on their own. Girls are not permitted to 

hail a taxi directly from the street; they 

are advised to check their booking with 

the driver before entering the vehicle and 

to advise staff when they are about to 

leave. Silver service taxis are available at 

the request of parents, subject to an extra 

charge. Uber and other ride share services 

are not permitted.

P PLATES 

Boarders may not accept lifts from a 

person on ‘P’ plates (unless it is with a 

sibling, and written permission is provided 

by parents).

END OF DAY HOST LEAVE 

RETURN TIMES

Girls out on host leave must return to the 

Boarding House by:

• 8.50pm on Monday to Thursday nights 

(campus gates close at 9pm).

• 9.50pm on Friday and Saturday nights 

(campus gates close at 10pm).

• 8.50pm on Sunday nights (campus gates 

close at 9pm).
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CONDUCT: BOARDING EXPECTATIONS

DRESS STANDARDS

Boarders should adhere to the dress 

standards outlined below: 

• Casual clothes must be neat and clean. 

• Girls should change out of their school 

uniform at the end of the school day. 

• Casual clothes, full uniform or full sports 

uniform may be worn in the Dining 

Room for the evening meal and at 

weekends. 

• Suitable footwear must be worn at all 

times outside the Boarding House. 

• Inappropriate clothing must not be 

brought into the Boarding House e.g. 

badly ripped or torn clothing, clothing 

with offensive printing, or clothing 

bearing any reference to drugs or 

alcohol. 

• Clothing worn to excursions, socials 

and outings away from campus must 

be acceptable; House staff have the 

discretion to ask girls to change 

their clothing if they feel they are 

inappropriately dressed. 

HAIR AND JEWELLERY 

REQUIREMENTS 

Extreme haircuts, colour rinses or tints, 

tattoos and body piercing other than in the 

ear lobes are not permitted. No jewellery, 

other than a watch, may be worn with 

school uniform. Gold or silver studs or 

sleepers are the only earrings acceptable 

with school uniform and one only in each 

ear lobe.

OUT OF BOUNDS

Without staff permission, the following 

areas are out-of-bounds:

• Outside immediate vicinity of Boarding 

House 

• Outside the College grounds 

• Unattended staff quarters and office 

areas 

• All classroom blocks (including Junior 

and Secondary School areas)

• Health Centre 

• Anglesey Centre 

• Boarding House during school hours 

• Kitchen 

• Swimming pool, unless under approved 

supervision 

• Rixon Theatre and surrounding areas

Girls are reminded that they must sign out 

each time they leave the House; if any girl 

is unsure about out-of-bounds areas, she 

should consult House staff.
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BREACHES OF TRUST

The Boarding House staff strive to develop 

relationships with students which are 

based on the College values of courtesy, 

mutual trust and open communication. 

Our guidelines and rules are based on the 

following three core concepts – Duty of 

Care, Cooperation and Consideration. 

Parents and girls are asked to observe the 

guidelines to support the well-being of our 

boarders.

Outlined below are two important rules 

which must always be observed:

• Students must inform the House 

staff of their whereabouts at all 

times. Girls may never leave the 

school grounds without permission 

from either House Staff or the 

Head of Boarding.

• The use and/or possession of non-

prescription drugs, marijuana, 

alcohol or tobacco are major 

infringements which will not be 

tolerated.                               

Our disciplinary system is based on care, 

concern and mutual responsibility; it 

allows for the temporary or permanent 

exclusion of students who fail to respond 

to Boarding House directives.

Of equal importance is the process of 

reconciliation and the restoration of 

good relations, mutual trust and respect 

following issues of misconduct which have 

attracted disciplinary measures, and which 

have been successfully worked through and 

resolved. 
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DISCIPLINE

House staff will deal with minor offences 

such as disruptive or uncooperative 

behaviour, being late back from leave, 

rudeness to staff/other students.

More serious offences will be dealt with 

by the Head of Boarding and the College 

Principal, including offences that are 

inconsistent with our College values. 

Consequences may include parental 

contact, gating (no leave for a designated 

period of time) or extra duties. We 

would appreciate parental support with 

disciplinary measures, particularly with 

regard to the time frame for any gating 

issued by the Boarding House staff.

Smoking, alcohol and drug possession 

or consumption, or continuous bad 

behaviour will involve parental contact and 

suspension from the Boarding House and/

or removal from school.

INSURANCE FOR BOARDERS 

AND THEIR PROPERTY

It is strongly recommended that parents 

check their health and general insurance 

policies to ensure adequate medical, 

personal property and liability insurance 

cover. The College cannot accept 

responsibility for medical expenses arising 

from accident or illness, loss of or damage 

to personal effects and property, or liability 

incurred by students for bodily injury or 

property damage.

DAMAGE/GRAFFITI

Breakage of or graffiti to any article 

or piece of equipment in the Boarding 

House must be reported to House staff 

immediately. The cost for repairs or 

replacement of Boarding House equipment 

deliberately damaged by a student will be 

charged to the parents’ account. 

When allocated to a new room, girls must 

immediately notify staff of any existing 

damage and graffiti, to avoid confusion 

regarding responsibility. No posters, blue 

tac, pins or thumb tacks are to be affixed 

to painted areas or ceilings. Please note 

also that no materials are to be draped 

over lights, due to the potential fire hazard.

WITHDRAWAL FROM THE 

BOARDING HOUSE

Boarders are expected to remain as 

boarders for the duration of the school 

year. A full term’s notice, in writing, of 

intention to withdraw a student in the 

following year is required, otherwise a 

penalty of one half of the annual boarding 

fee is payable. In the event of withdrawal 

at any stage during the year, the conditions 

as set out in the current Schedule of Fees 

and Charges under the heading Notice of 

Withdrawal will apply and the balance of 

Boarding Fees for the remainder of the 

year shall become immediately due and 

payable. 

POLICIES
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“The co-curricular opportunities, the wonderful boarding house facilities and academic 

performance of the school are all reasons on why we thought Ruby would benefit from the 

Penrhos school & boarding life, but most importantly it was the values and whole person 

paradigm concept ‘mind, heart, body, spirit’ and ‘thrive’ program that we were really 

pleased with and hoped she would be able to experience.”

Sarah Smith mother of Ruby Smith, Year 9 boarder, Northam

“The boarding family have just been so welcoming, and the process has just been so easy.  

The staff are nothing but amazing and not matter the issue how big or small, they are there 

for Ruby and for us. When I visit, I am always so overwhelmed with just how truly lovely 

the girls are.  Ruby feels so lucky to have this wonderful new family and she mentions often 

how she has met her lifelong friends.”

Sarah Smith mother of Ruby Smith, Year 9 boarder, Northam

“Penrhos College has provided the perfect home & school for us in every way.  From the 

single rooms at the boarding house, to the dedication of the teachers, to the facilities, and 

co-curricular activities on offer.  Our two girls have thrived and matured in ways we could 

have never imagined.”

Tracey and Damien Schlink, parents of Darcie (Year 12 boarder) and Paige Schlink (Year 10 

boarder), Condingup, Esperance

MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE
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“The boarding facilities are 
very comfortable and allow 

the girls to feel at home, 
away from home.”
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1971 S Moss

1972 J Worts

1973 L Jenkinson

1974 J Bond  P Maiklem

1975 B Threlfall/J Lester P Hensen 

1976 T Robinson  R Harris

1977 L Maddock  T Dickson

1978 J Fowler  L Simpson

1979 A Curnow  G Guest

1980 J McGregor  E Pollard

1981 C Smith  R Gardiner

1982 C Lange  E Trestrail

1983 T J Burton  S Doncon

1984 N Teakle  T Martin

1985 J Lethlean  W Doncon

1986 E J Pirie  N Simkin

1987 C Clayton  R Olsen / J Page

1988 A Officer  R Partridge

1989 S Syme  J Hortin

1990 J Gething  J Officer

1991 K Raston  S Cail

1992 A Gayfer  G Brown

1993 R Proud  J Whitfield

1994 A Shepherdson M Campbell

1995 Chelsea Pirie  Renae Williams

1996 Renee Young  Rachel Lundy

1997 Renee Stokes  Emma Stevens

1998 Alana Jasper  Rachelle Robertson

1999 Paige Madden  Amanda Leeming

2000 Shelley Robinson Kylie Sadler

2001 Callie Forsyth  Mia Stevens

2002 Kate Miller  Lauren Gibson

2003 Elizabeth Stewart Sarah Carter

2004 Chelsea Burton Ashleigh Michael

2005 Kate McLarty   Cassie Stone

2006 Georgia Michael Amber Munns

2007 Erin Shaw  Clara Martin

2008 Gabrielle Leavesley Kelsey Ware       

2009 Caitlyn Plewright Ebony Rendell

2010 Jacinta Patterson Jade Eaton

2011 Molly Delaney  Amelia Leavesley

2012 Melanie Plewright Bronte Marshall

2013 Nicola Raszyk  Shenae Cail

2014 Nicole Salmeri Kay Law

2015 Chiquita Minshull Zoe Lang

2016 Montana Nicholls Laura Abbott

2017 Amy Crees  Bianca Zweck

2018 Annie Messina

2019 Renae Reid

2020 Amber Dixon

2021 Michaela Beeck

YEAR CAPTAIN  VICE CAPTAIN YEAR CAPTAIN  VICE CAPTAIN 

PENRHOS COLLEGE BOARDING LEADERSHIP
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CONTACT DETAILS

BOARDING HOUSE STAFF

House Mothers and front desk  

of the Boarding House 

(08) 9368 9524 

menai@penrhos.wa.edu.au

Kris Callaway 

Boarding House Coordinator  

(08) 9368 9563 8am-4pm 

callak@penrhos.wa.edu.au 

Head of Boarding  

(08) 9368 9502

SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF

Michelle Taylor 

Dean of Pastoral Care 

taylom@penrhos.wa.edu.au

Kate Gillam 

Assistant Dean of Pastoral Care 

gillak@penrhos.wa.edu.au 

SOCIAL MEDIA

Be part of the online conversation and 

see photos from the Boarding House via 

Facebook by liking @PenrhosCollege  

and joining the private Facebook group  

@PenrhosCollegeBoardingCommunity



I N S P I R I N G  G I R L S  T O  B E C O M E 

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  W O M E N

penrhos.wa.edu.au

6 Morrison Street, Como WA 6152

Locked Bag 690, Como WA 6952

CRICOS CODE 00444E


